Video transcript

Hello and welcome.

Learning a Classical language enriches students' understanding of the world and how ancient civilizations continue to influence life and thought in the modern world.

The purpose of this video is to familiarise you with the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 Latin, which presents many unique and exciting opportunities for students.

Latin developed from a local dialect from central Italy, to become the official language of ancient Rome, and remains an official language of the Vatican City State. Various dialects of popular Latin became recognised as distinct languages, such as Italian, French and Spanish, which are spoken in many countries throughout the world today, showcasing the influence of Latin in the modern world.

Learning Latin enhances students' understanding of English, due to the influence of Latin on the alphabet and vocabulary of English. The greatest influence has been the adoption of countless literary, legal, political and scientific words from Latin to enable scholarly discourse in English.

Students of Latin increase their knowledge of English vocabulary beyond basic usage, to include abstract and sophisticated language. By accessing and translating Latin texts and engaging with artefacts, students have the opportunity to make connections with ancient worlds that have shaped contemporary life and societies, and enhance their understanding of other languages.

Learning Latin can promote students' understanding of a range of diverse cultures, attitudes, beliefs, values and traditions, including their own. They examine the language used to denote values in different cultures, both ancient and contemporary, and understand the diversity that exists, and has always existed, in cultural values. 

Studying Latin may also contribute to students' development as responsible citizens, locally and globally, through critical reflection on, and comparisons with, the history, culture, values and practices of the ancient world.

In addition, the study of a Classical language may exercise students' intellectual curiosity, strengthen their cognitive, analytical and reflective capabilities, and enhance their creative and critical thinking.

The 3 interrelated aims of the Latin curriculum are to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure students engage with the language, history and culture of the ancient Roman world through interaction with texts; understand language, culture and learning, and their relationship, through the medium of Latin texts and artefacts, and thereby develop intercultural understanding; and understand how their own experience of learning Latin extends their ways of viewing, engaging in and interpreting the contemporary world.

Latin Version 2.0 has been developed as a Second Language Learner Pathway and continues to offer one sequence: the 7–10 Sequence, for students who begin to learn Latin in Year 7 and continue to Year 10.

Teachers can use the curriculum to cater for a range of learners, by making appropriate adjustments to scaffold learning experiences. This sequence supports the development of skills and knowledge to provide students with a pathway into VCE Latin, if they choose.

Latin Version 2.0 has a simplified structure, a more streamlined progression and improved clarity and coherence. These revisions enhance the manageability of the curriculum, supporting teachers to plan, assess and report on student learning. 

The 2 overarching strands have been retained and renamed as Engaging with the Ancient Roman World through Texts, and Understanding Language and Culture.

The Engaging with the Ancient Roman World through Texts strand involves students engaging with the language, culture and history of the ancient Roman world through the interpretation, analysis and translation of Latin texts. 

In the Engaging with the Ancient Roman World through Texts strand, the sub-strands Accessing the Roman world through Latin texts and Responding to texts have been combined and refined to form one new sub-strand: Accessing and responding to Latin texts. 

In this sub-strand, students engage with texts that reveal language use and social and cultural practices. This supports students to interpret texts and build knowledge of Roman social and cultural life.

The sub-strand Translating has been retained and refined. In the sub-strand Translating, students translate Latin texts into English, comparing and explaining different interpretations of the same text.

The Understanding Language and Culture strand involves students learning to analyse language and culture as resources for understanding meaning. 
In the Understanding Language and Culture strand, the sub-strand Systems of language has been refined and repurposed as Understanding systems of language. 

The sub-strands The powerful influence of language and culture and the role of language and culture have been combined and refined as Understanding the interrelationship of language and culture. This sub-strand involves students analysing and reflecting on the role of language and culture in shaping meaning and identity.

The sub-strand Reflecting has been removed.

Now, let's dive a little deeper into the structure of Latin Version 2.0, starting with the achievement standards.

The Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 provides a continuum of learning for all Victorian students.

The achievement standards describe what students are typically able to understand and do at the end of each curriculum level or band. They offer a clear progression of skills, set out in a consistent sequence across the levels, as shown in the scope and sequence charts available on the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website.

The achievement standards are the basis for assessment design, and assessing and reporting student achievement along the continuum of learning. 

Achievement standards are provided in two-level bands, with a Levels 7 and 8 band and a Levels 9 and 10 band. Achievement standards are provided at Level 8 and then at Level 10.

Next, content descriptions sequence and describe the knowledge, understanding and skills that teachers need to teach and students are expected to learn.

Elaborations provide examples demonstrating how teachers can transform the curriculum into teaching and learning opportunities. These are advisory only and not mandatory.

Elaborations connecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures to the Latin curriculum have been included.

These elaborations reflect the Victorian context and ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures can be embedded meaningfully in classroom learning.

Texts provide important opportunities for learning about languages and cultures. Purposeful activities can be organised around texts to meet the needs of the students in the classroom. The texts and resources will become increasingly sophisticated and varied as students progress through their schooling. 

Teachers are best placed to guide the selection of texts for students. 
Students engage with Latin texts and use English to translate, reflect on, explore and discuss ideas, and use metalanguage to talk about and compare languages and cultures.

Visit the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website to view the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 and explore curriculum-aligned planning resources in the Resource Hub, including templates and examples to help you plan your teaching and learning programs.

Subscribe to the F–10 Update to receive termly updates on new planning and teaching resources.
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