Video transcript

Hello and welcome.

The Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 is a knowledge-rich, skills-focused curriculum that has been designed for all Victorian students.

The VCAA has ensured inclusion, equity and access for every student by providing an inclusive continuum of learning.

This continuum includes levels that cater for students with intellectual or cognitive disability or learning delay, and supports Victorian schools to meet their obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992.

Under the Disability Discrimination Act, students with disability have a right to access and participate in education on the same basis as students without disability.

In Victoria, Foundation Levels A to D is the mandated curriculum designed for learners with intellectual or cognitive disability or learning delay. It is one curriculum for all Victorian students in all Victorian schools.

Let's explore the curriculum provision for Foundation Levels A to D.

Based on extensive research and feedback from Victorian teachers and school leaders, the Foundation Levels A to D have been developed for 4 learning areas (the Arts, English, Health and Physical Education, and Mathematics) and also 2 capabilities (Critical and Creative Thinking, and Personal and Social Capability), and these are taught in and through the 4 learning areas.

These curriculum areas are fundamental for student learning and enable students with intellectual or cognitive disability or learning delay to build the foundational knowledge and skills required to engage more broadly with the other curriculum areas of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.

They provide a balance of academic and functional skills and support the inclusion of age- and disability-appropriate content, such as consent education, sexuality education and civics, rights and responsibilities.

While there is no formal curriculum at Foundation Levels A to D for Science, the Humanities, or Technologies, teachers should plan teaching and learning programs that integrate concepts and knowledge from these learning areas, utilising the skills developed in the published curriculum areas.

This should be driven by local context, student needs and teacher knowledge of each individual student.

Similar to the other levels and bands in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, Foundation Levels A to D position students as active learners. Each level sets high expectations and aspirations for teaching and learning.

Foundation Levels A, B, C and D describe the continuum of learning along which all students typically progress, regardless of age or cognitive ability, and directly align to the knowledge and skills in Foundation and beyond, to Level 10.

This recognises that students with cognitive or intellectual disability or learning delay follow the same developmental sequence of learning as other students, although their development may be at a different rate or pace, or may be less linear.

Teachers use the content in Foundation Levels A to D to plan, deliver and assess meaningful and engaging teaching and learning programs that support students to develop the knowledge and skills relevant to become effective communicators, lifelong learners and confident, independent individuals who actively engage in their community.

Now, let's explore the structure of Foundation Levels A to D more closely.

For each curriculum area with Foundation Levels A to D, the levels include achievement standards and content descriptions that are written to be age and disability agnostic and inclusive of all students. These form the mandated elements of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.

The achievement standards describe the skills and knowledge that students must be able to demonstrate, know, understand and do at the end of each level. Teachers use the achievement standards to assess student learning and report student progress.

The content descriptions describe the knowledge and skills that teachers must teach and that students must learn. Teachers use the content descriptions to plan and deliver their teaching and learning programs and lessons.

Each content description includes elaborations which provide non-mandated examples that illustrate how teachers might deliver the content in their lessons. 
Elaborations are not mandated, do not need to be taught, and are not used to develop student learning goals or assess student learning.

For Foundation Levels A to D, the elaborations also include examples that illustrate how teachers might incorporate the use of communication modalities to support student engagement in learning when planning, teaching and assessing teaching and learning programs using the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0.

Teachers and school leaders should also consider the learning needs and contexts of each student, to ensure that appropriate adjustments are provided. This helps schools acquit their obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act and provides students with the greatest opportunity to learn.

Students with an intellectual or cognitive disability or learning delay may demonstrate different rates of progression throughout their formal school education. For example, some students may progress through Foundation Levels A to D into Foundation level and beyond, while other students may continue learning within the Foundation Levels A to D during their entire formal school education.

Students' learning progress may differ across curriculum areas or across strands within a single curriculum area.

For example, in Mathematics, a student may be learning at Foundation Level B in Space, Foundation Level D in Algebra, Level 1 in Number and Level 2 in Measurement.

Assessing student learning using the achievement standards will support the development of individual learning or individual education plans tailored to the needs of each student, and teaching and learning programs that address the learning needs of each student in a classroom.

Visit the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website to view the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 and explore curriculum-aligned planning resources in the Resource Hub, including templates and examples to help you plan your teaching and learning programs.

Subscribe to the F–10 Update to receive termly updates on new planning and teaching resources.
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