[Presenter]: 
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority proudly acknowledges and pays respect to Victoria's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and their rich and enduring cultures. We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia's first peoples and as the Traditional Owners and custodians of the lands and waters on which we rely. We pay respect to Elders past and present of the lands where we conduct our work and recognise their ongoing contributions as the first educators on the land now known as Victoria
[Merle Miller]:
I, too, want to pay my respects to my Elders past and present. I'd also like to acknowledge the Wurundjeri People and the lands which we are sitting today and pay respects to all the different lands throughout Victoria. 
[Jason Smallwood]:
What we intended to do was to have a group of people that would support us to revise the Victorian curriculum, particularly to have a focus on the cross-curriculum priority area of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures. So we brought a group together that really looked at the curriculum, looked at what we had in the past, looked at what the Australian Curriculum had developed, and then looked at what we really wanted for our Victorian schools and teachers and, in the end, obviously for our students to learn about.
[Mathew Lillyst]:
In revising the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cross-curriculum priority, it was essential that we had Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices there at the table.
[Merle Miller]:
I became a part of it through VAEAI. I was approached to sit as a panel member to bring us together to be able to look at the curriculum. Is it doing its job? What needs to be changed? Is it appropriate?
[Mathew Lillyst]:
And what we had to do as the panel is work within 2 different frames of thinking. We had to work within Western frames of thinking but also Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander frames of thinking. And so we had to connect all the dots between our knowledge systems and the way we express and conceptualise knowledge and things that are crucial to our culture.
[Merle Miller]:
And to look at how it can be effectively utilised for teachers like yourself to incorporate and extend Aboriginal cultures, particularly histories, cultures and peoples component of it.
[Mathew Lillyst]:
And so it was crucial that we were at the table so we could make sure that our ideas and our ways of thinking and being and doing were centred in what was written in the curriculum.
[Merle Miller]:
From my point of view, Country and Place, you know, Australia is our country, right? This is our place as Aboriginal people. But when you're in a school setting, you need to reflect on history right across Australia. But it needs to come down to the Country and Place.
[Mathew Lillyst]:
Country and Place are very central to everything that's conveyed in the curriculum. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have a very strong and deep connection with Country, which isn’t always easy to explain, but the elaborations and descriptions have been reframed to really highlight and unpack the deep connection and relationship with Country that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have. The elaborations and descriptions really provide opportunities for exploring what those deep connections could mean and look like to different communities across Australia.
[Merle Miller]:
From my perspective, it's not just, as you know, people think, land, earth. It's the area, it's the connection to land that Aboriginal people have in that area. It's the music, the dance, the art, the language. You can't just do history without connecting to all the dots to all the other things, like what types of foods, what types of shelter, what types of clothing. All of that encompasses Country and Place and the mob that's there. That's why I say you need to localise it.
[Presenter]: 
Visit the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website to view the revised curriculum and explore curriculum-aligned planning resources in the Resource Hub, including templates and examples to help you plan your teaching and learning programs. Subscribe to the F–10 Update to receive termly updates on new resources and important updates.
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