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Example assessment task: A short, spoken role-play
Example assessment task: A short, spoken role-play
Chinese Second Language Learner 7–10 Sequence, Levels 7 and 8
Overview
While learning about the topic of food and eating in Chinese, students develop the communication skills to exchange information and ideas about Chinese food, dining practices and etiquette. They also develop the capacity to interact with other Chinese speakers in culturally appropriate ways, conveying meaning and fostering intercultural understanding. By applying key terms in context, students will demonstrate their grasp of how politeness is expressed in the Chinese language and culture.
This summative assessment task allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and skill in using Chinese communication through a spoken role-play between a customer and a Chinese-speaking waiter. Set in the context of a Chinese restaurant, students collaborate in pairs to develop and perform the role-play, demonstrating their language proficiency and cultural understanding. Students complete a self-reflection on their role-play, as well as the cultural differences in dining etiquette.
Achievement standard extracts
This assessment task focuses on the part(s) of the achievement standard asterisked and indicated in bold below. 
*By the end of Level 8, students use Chinese to interact and collaborate with others,* and to share information and plan activities in familiar contexts.
*They recognise and respond to familiar gestures, questions* and instructions *when interacting with others.
They locate* and respond to *information in texts and use visual and* contextual *cues* to help make meaning.
*They respond in Chinese* or English, and demonstrate their understanding of context, purpose and audience in texts.
*They use familiar language, modelled sentences and grammatical structures to create texts appropriate to audience.*
They use some familiar Hanzi and Pinyin to support their learning.
*Students begin to use pronunciation, intonation and rhythm in spoken Chinese to develop fluency.*
They demonstrate understanding that Chinese has conventions and rules for Hanzi, and for non-verbal, spoken and written communication.
They comment on aspects of Chinese and English language structures and features, using some metalanguage. 
*They understand how aspects of language and culture contribute to their own and others’ identity.*
Assessment task
Context
Students will use modelled language structures provided by the teacher, making modifications to sentences to create a script for their own role-play with another student. They will draw on a bank of vocabulary items, phrases, expressions and sentence structures to develop their own unique exchange that shows their Chinese language skills.
Required knowledge
Vocabulary and language structures, such as a polite command with ‘please’, measure words to describe food and drinks, and language structures for expressing likes and dislikes
Vocabulary and adjectives for a range of Chinese foods, using them in simple sentence structures
Common formulaic expressions used at mealtimes
Gestures and other non-verbal forms of communication
Interrogatives to create a question-and-answer exchange between 2 speakers
Task
Students work in pairs to develop a role-play set in a Chinese restaurant, with one person acting as a customer ordering food and the other as the waiter.
Session 1 (1 lesson)
Students engage in matching, sorting or grouping games to support consolidation of language learning. They also use different-coloured highlighters to emphasise key language elements, such as pronouns, nouns, verbs, interrogatives and adjectives in Chinese sentences to be used in the exchange; for example:
你喜欢吃什么小菜？(What entrée do you like?)
你们想喝什么？(What drinks would you like?)
这个多少钱？(How much is this?)
我喜欢吃 / 喝 … (I like to eat/drink ...)
… 很好吃。(… is delicious.)
… 太贵了。(… is too expensive.).
Students practise sentence patterns by using real drink items and flashcards as props to engage in short conversations about food and drink preferences, helping to reinforce their language skills in a practical and interactive way.
Students form pairs and decide on the roles that each speaker will assume. One person will be the customer (the guest) and the other will be the Chinese-speaking waiter at a Chinese restaurant. Using modelled language structures and their self-created menu, they will start to develop the role-play script. 
Session 2 (2 lessons)
Students continue to develop the draft script for the conversation, which may include the following stages. 
The customer arrives at the restaurant.
The waiter welcomes them and guides them to their table.
The customer reviews the self-created menu.
The waiter asks the customer what they would like from each category. 
The customer selects one liked and one disliked food item from each category, negotiating the food choices using descriptive adjectives. 
The exchange will continue back and forth, covering several food items. 
Students may use gestures and other forms of non-verbal communication to enhance the role-play. 
The customer will close the exchange by using expressions of gratitude and thanking the waiter, as typically done at the end of an ordering conversation. 
Students rehearse the role-play using cue cards and an online Pinyin audio chart for support, and explore how the use of pronunciation, intonation, rhythm and non-verbal communication such as gestures can be used to enhance meaning. 
Session 3 (1 lesson)
Students deliver the oral role-play in front of the teacher. Students may wish to use props to enhance the authenticity of the role-play.
Teachers will make decisions about the level of support provided to students, in the form of written or visual prompts or cue cards to support their delivery of the role-play.
After presenting the role-play, students complete a self-reflection, using the following questions as prompts:
What did I accomplish? 
What steps do I need to take to improve? 
What is my future learning goal? 
Teachers will guide a class reflection on the cultural differences in dining etiquette between Chinese-speaking communities and the cultures represented in the classroom.
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