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Geography, Levels 9 and 10
Overview
Environmental changes cause a variety of impacts on an environment. Environmental management plans recommend the steps that are needed to reduce the impacts of environmental changes and manage the environment surrounding those environmental changes. They are useful for predicting potential future environmental changes and considering techniques to minimise the impacts of those changes. Organisations prepare environmental management plans to remove and/or control the impacts.
In this summative assessment task, students are required to identify an environmental issue on the school grounds or in the surrounding region by completing fieldwork. They are then required to research and write an environmental management plan for that environmental issue. They will need to evaluate and justify the use of the plan in managing the chosen environmental issue.
Achievement standard extracts
By the end of Level 10, … Students explain the impacts of human activity on environments … Students evaluate interconnections between people and places and environments. They analyse changes that result from these interconnections and their consequences. They analyse sustainability and how it can be considered to understand environmental issues. Students evaluate strategies to address a geographical phenomenon, issue or challenge using environmental, social and economic criteria.
Students develop a range of relevant questions about a geographical phenomenon, issue or challenge. They collect, process, compare and represent relevant and reliable geographical information and data using geospatial technologies. Students interpret and evaluate information and data to make generalisations and predictions, explain significant patterns and trends, and infer relationships. They consider ethical values and perspectives and justify responses to a phenomenon, issue or challenge. Students develop and evaluate strategies using criteria, recommend a strategy and explain the predicted impacts. They create explanations and actions, using geographical knowledge, methods and concepts, and they synthesise and reference findings from appropriate sources.


Assessment task
Required knowledge
the wide range of environmental issues that can be seen in a location
the structure and content of an environmental management plan
how to use a Geographic Information System (GIS) when creating a map of fieldwork results
the concept of sustainability
how environmental, social and economic criteria can be used to evaluate sustainability
Task
You are required to identify an environmental issue at your school or in the surrounding region. You will process, represent and analyse the data collected to indicate the location and extent of the environmental issue. You are then required to research and present an environmental management plan that responds to that environmental issue.
Background information
Before collecting data about your selected environmental issue, conduct research to support the completion of the following tasks:
Create a map of the school or surrounding region.
Annotate the map to show where you think the environmental issue is currently occurring at the school or in the surrounding region.
Describe the environmental issue.
Describe how the issue is currently being managed – refer to school policies or council documents.
Describe the current impacts of the environmental issue.
Justify why actions need to be taken to reduce the impacts of the environmental issue.
You will use this information to establish the context of your environmental management plan and write the ‘Introduction’ and ‘Background of the environmental issue’ sections of your environmental management plan.
Data collection
Complete fieldwork on the school grounds or in the surrounding region to collect data about the environmental issue and possible ways to manage that issue.
Primary data collection methods could include:
photographs
observations
field sketches
tallies of observed impacts.
Include latitude and longitude coordinates (from a mobile phone or GPS reader) for each location of data collection. You will need these coordinates to create a map in a Geographic Information System (e.g. Google My Maps) to represent your data.


Data analysis
Create a map in a Geographic Information System (e.g. Google My Maps) that represents the data collected during the fieldwork on the school grounds or in the surrounding region. Include photographs and observations on your Geographic Information System map. Make sure that you include an accurate location for each piece of data on your map.
Environmental management plan
Your environmental management plan should include the following subheadings and information. The environmental management plan must be presented as a formal report of approximately 1000 words. Use the checklist below to ensure you have completed all aspects of the task.
Introduction
☐ Purpose of an environmental management plan
☐ Information about the selected location
Background of the environmental issue
☐ Identification and description of the environmental issue
☐ Description of the location of the environmental issue
☐ Inclusion of a map of the location of the environmental issue
Findings and primary data
☐ Presentation of the data from the fieldwork
☐ Identification of any patterns in the data and analysis of this data
☐ Summary of the findings
Future solutions to manage the issue
☐ Description of the options available to manage the environmental issue
☐ Inclusion of supporting diagrams and maps
☐ Selection and description of the best option to manage the environmental issue
Conclusion
☐ Inclusion of a final summary paragraph
Bibliography
☐ A list of all references used as a bibliography
Evaluation
Complete an evaluation of your environmental management plan. Consider the following in your evaluation:
How effectively will the environmental management plan manage the environmental issue? 
Do you think it will be sustainable (environmentally, socially and economically)?
What are the benefits of the environmental management plan?
What are the limitations of the environmental management plan?
What could be done to improve the environmental management plan?
	© VCAACreated by: VCAA Example School: Example School 
Date created: September 2025 Date for review: Term 4 2026

	
	


[image: ]
	© VCAA
		
	Page 3


[image: ]
image2.png
‘VVICTORIAN CURRICULUM ORIA
AND ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY Eorment ‘




image1.jpg




