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Example assessment task: Melodrama ensemble performance		

Example assessment task: Melodrama ensemble performance
Drama, Levels 7 and 8 
Overview
In this summative assessment task, students investigate the connection between style, conventions, and expressive and performance skills. While exploring the style of Melodrama, students examine the ways elements of drama and conventions of the style communicate meaning. 
This summative assessment task allows students to apply their learning by working collaboratively to plan and prepare an ensemble Melodrama performance. The method of this assessment is a practical in-class performance. 
Achievement standard extracts
By the end of Level 8, students analyse how the elements of drama and conventions of different styles are manipulated to create drama works they make or experience.
They describe ways in which elements of drama, expressive and performance skills, and design areas across cultures, times, places and other contexts communicate ideas, perspectives and meaning...
Students select, apply and demonstrate an understanding of styles and forms when making drama and apply design areas to enhance drama practices.
Students document the processes of creating drama using drama terminology.
They manipulate the elements of drama and conventions, and apply design areas to create works that communicate ideas, perspectives and meaning.
They plan, rehearse and present their work to a range of audiences, demonstrating performance skills.
Assessment task
Required knowledge
Apply and demonstrate an understanding of the style of Melodrama.
Use elements of drama.
Plan and rehearse work to refine the application of elements and conventions.
Present work with control of expressive skills and performance skills.
Practical assessment task
Demonstrate knowledge of the performance style of Melodrama. To do this, students create an ensemble performance in the style of Melodrama. In groups of 4, they plan, script and rehearse a 3–5-minute performance that uses elements of drama and conventions of the style. Additionally, students explore and refine their use of expressive and performance skills. Students demonstrate their understanding of stock characters, moral messages and exaggerated physicality to communicate meaning.


Reflective journal – formative assessment
The reflective journal will document and analyse the creative choices and decisions made, in relation to the aspects of the performance style of Melodrama, including the manipulation of expressive and performance skills. Students may also consider reflecting on the learning, rehearsing and performance of their practical work. Entries are made throughout the duration of the assessment task and submitted as either written journal entries, voice recordings or filming of their reflections. Example reflection questions are embedded in the teaching and learning unit.
Session 1 (Week 6 Lesson 1) 
The teacher introduces the assessment task, and students annotate the task sheet, highlighting key assessment criteria. In their groups, students complete a range of play-making activities and prepare presentation of the Melodrama ensemble performance.
Brainstorming:
Students use the process of brainstorming to plan their approach to the assessment task. This may include: 
stock characters
different possible storylines and plots
morals and messages of Melodrama
structure of storyline including central conflict to be resolved.
Session 2 (Week 6 Lesson 2 and Week 7 Lesson 1)
Improvisation:
Using generated ideas from the previous lesson’s brainstorm, students complete various improvisation activities. Students use play-building activities to explore creative possibilities and consolidate ideas prior to scripting.
Improvisation activities may include:
hot seating
role-play
scenario-based improvisation. 
Scripting:
Students plan collaboratively and create a working script that has a clear beginning, middle and end. 
To support scripting, the teacher will provide support resources such as storyboarding templates to plan sequences of key events. Students document ideas and ensure the concept includes elements of drama and conventions of style.
Formative assessment – plenary reflection:
The teacher prompts students to reflect on their developing work and to share with a peer. Questions to evoke reflection may include: 
What aspects of the task have we not yet included? 
How can we refine our script or practical skills to enhance the conventions of Melodrama?


Session 3 (Week 7 Lesson 2)
[bookmark: _Hlk181618763]Rehearsal and refinement:
Students dedicate this lesson to the rehearsal and refinement of their performance. The teacher may begin the lesson with reviewing the criteria of the assessment task and prompting students to refine their use of expressive and performance skills to align to the prescribed stock character. 
Effective rehearsal practices:
Students brainstorm ‘What is an effective rehearsal?’ and consider their individual and group behaviours in the rehearsal space. 
The teacher may guide students through collaborative practices including:
goal setting – setting goals for each rehearsal and thinking about how to achieve a refined performance. Large tasks may be chunked into achievable outcomes with specific dates of focus. 
communication – students are encouraged to use positive and supportive language when working collaboratively. Use ways to constructively provide feedback to minimise conflict and interpersonal tension. 
preparation – group members arrive on time with resources printed and ensure communication is made prior to the lesson if they are unable to attend rehearsal. 
Sustainable sourcing of props and costumes:
In preparing for the final performance, students consider the sourcing of props and costumes to support their presentation. 
The teacher encourages students to consider the crucial props and costumes needed to enhance their work, and to use sustainable practices to source. To encourage students to work with a sustainable focus, students may write a refined list of items and costumes they require for their performance. 
Working collaboratively to sustainably source pre-existing items, students present their list to the class and seek to borrow items from other students and the school costume cupboard.
Formative assessment – plenary reflection:
The teacher will prompt students to reflect on the effectiveness of the group and collaborative skills. Questions to evoke reflection may include: 
Describe the strengths of your group’s rehearsal process.
Identify challenges experienced during the rehearsal process including theatrical and interpersonal challenges. 
Evaluate what strategies your group used to overcome the identified challenges. 
Session 4 (Week 8 Lesson 1)
Performance:
Students perform to their peers in stage black or a costume item that supports their stock character. The teacher will guide students through audience and performance etiquette with a focus on minimising talking, and clapping at the conclusion of a performance.
Student performances are filmed for teacher assessment and moderation.


Session 5 (Week 8 Lesson 2) 
Reflection and self-evaluation:
Students have paired discussions and report to the group about the process of devising and performing their Melodrama performance. 
Formative assessment – reflection:
Students complete a handout or audio or visual recording, responding to prompts. Students meaningfully reflect on their learning and identify the strengths and areas of improvement for future learning.  Key questions may include:
Describe how you used your expressive skills to portray your stock character?
What conventions did you successfully apply to enhance the style of your performance?
If you were to complete this task again, what ways would you approach the task differently and why? 
Reflecting on the performance, what conventions were used to establish the style?
How was the story effectively communicated to the audience? 
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