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Understanding the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0, Geography
Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the world, as the home of humans, and a diversity of places, environments and peoples. 

The aim of this video is to familiarise you with the Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 Geography. 

Geography develops a respect for the environment, and an appreciation and respect for social and cultural diversity. It develops in students a capacity for teamwork, problem-solving abilities and critical and creative thinking. 

Through the study of Geography, students are helped to become informed and responsible members of their local and global communities and to act ethically to shape a socially just and sustainable future. 

Now, let’s turn our attention to the key revisions to the Geography Version 2.0 curriculum. 

The content remains organised into 2 interrelated strands; the strand names have been revised from Geographical Concepts and Skills to Geographical Skills and Geographical Knowledge to Geographical Knowledge and Understanding.

The Geographical Skills strand is reorganised under 3 new sub-strands. Geographical inquiry concluding, and decision-making and communicating

The content in the Geographical Skills strand strengthens geographical skills and provides a strong framework for schools to develop fieldwork activities. 

Geographical concepts in content descriptions are clearly articulated and integrated in both strands. This provides teachers with greater clarity and makes the curriculum more accessible for all teachers, and makes it easier to develop students’ geographical knowledge through the application of concepts and skills. 

The Learning in Geography section of the curriculum further explains the geographical concepts and provides a map of where they are most relevant across the levels and strands. 

The achievement standards have been reviewed and refined, ensuring that the geographical knowledge, concepts and skills are explicit for teachers and schools, and there is clear progression from one achievement standard to the next. 

The use of plain language, together with the clear sequence of achievement standards and content descriptions make the curriculum more teachable and manageable and assists teachers to track student learning across all bands. 

The revisions have also created stronger connections between Geography Version 2.0, and the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework as well as an alignment between the discipline-specific skills and concepts and VCE Geography. 

Connections with the capabilities have been strengthened throughout the curriculum, such as strengthening connections with Critical and Creative Thinking (through the Geographical Skills strand), Ethical Capability (through the introduction of ethical values at Levels 7 and 8) and Intercultural Capability and Personal Social Capability (through the Geographical Knowledge Understanding sub-strands).

Finally, the cross-curriculum priorities are more consistently embedded throughout the curriculum.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures content is included from Foundation to Level 10. Geographical diversity of the Asia-Pacific region in both the human geography and the physical and environmental geography sequences is included, and sustainability is a key concept that underpins the study of Geography and is explicitly evident through the content in many strands.

Let’s turn our attention now to the structure of the Geography Curriculum. 

The Geography curriculum is presented as a 3-level band at Foundation to Level 2, and then in 2-level bands from Levels 3-10.  

As I mentioned earlier, The curriculum is organised under 2 interrelated strands: Geographical Knowledge and Understanding, and Geographical Skills.

The Geographical Knowledge and Understanding strand includes the facts, generalisations, principles and models developed in Geography. This strand is further organised into sub-strands at the band level. 

The Geographical Skills strand is organised into three sub-strands: geographical inquiry, concluding and decision-making and communicating

In Geography, students progress along a continuum of learning that provides the first achievement standard at Level 2, then at Levels 4, 6, 8 and 10.  

Content descriptions sequence and describe the knowledge, understanding and skills that teachers need to teach, and students are expected to learn. 

There are 7 geographical concepts that underpin learning in Geography. These are place, space, environment, interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. The geographical concepts are explicit in the strands and within content descriptions, supporting teachers to develop students’ geographical knowledge through the application of the concepts and skills.

Learning in Geography provides students with opportunities to develop a wide range of general skills, capabilities and dispositions that can be applied in everyday life and at work. Through the study of Geography, students develop a respect for the environment, an appreciation and respect for social and
cultural diversity and critical creative thinking. 

For more information, I encourage you to explore the Victorian Curriculum F–10 website. The website provides easy access to the curriculum and all its supporting resources. 

Thank you for watching.
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